A Good Name

Introduction:
A.	When people talk about you, what do they say when your not around? Are you thought of as being a “straight shooter” or someone who cannot be relied upon?
B.	All of us want to be thought well of by others. This is not a bad thing, as the Bible encourages us to cultivate a good reputation.
C.	But sometimes a person will put too much emphasis on what others think of us, or to make our reputation more important to us than our relationship with God.
D.	In our lesson tonight we want to talk about these issues.

I.	A Good Reputation Is Desirable - Prov 22:1
	A.	As a boy Jesus grew in favor with God and man - Lk 2:52
	B.	A good reputation allows others to speak well of us (in biblical terms, to bless us) - Acts 16:1-2
	C.	A good reputation leads to others respecting us - Acts 10:22
	D.	Most importantly, a good reputation equips us to serve God and our fellow man
		1.	When the first local church needed servants it looked men who had good reputations - Acts 6:3
		2.	Paul instructed churches to look for men to be elders who had good reputations with outsiders - 1 Tim 3:7
		3.	Preachers of the gospel should be men of good reputation - 2 Cor 8:17-18
	E.	We should use care when dealing with reputations
		1.	Sometimes people have good reputations but don’t deserve them - Rev 3:1

II.	It Is Possible To Overemphasize The Matter Of Having A Good Reputation, Or To Seek The Wrong Kind Of Reputation.
	A.	Some people desire a bad reputation.
		1.	A lot teenage boys fall into this trap.
			a.	In the current culture in the schools boys with a bad reputation are often popular.
			b.	What they don’t realize is that this popularity is fleeting and that in the end they will be despised for their childish indiscretions.
		2.	Gangs seek a bad reputation and give people a bad reputation.
		3.	Some men seek to cultivate a “macho” reputation that is unbecoming of a Christian.
			a.	A good example of this was Rehoboam who wanted to cultivate a reputation as a tough, oppressive leader.
			b.	As a result of this he divided God’s people -2 Chron 10:1-14
	B.	 Sometimes people seek a reputation at the expense of their relationship with God.
		1.	The Bible tells us we should never be ashamed of the Gospel - Rom 1:16-17; Matt 10:32-33
		2.	 At time standing for the truth will mean that our reputation will suffer in some circles - Matt 10:24, 25
		3.	We must be willing to sacrifice our reputation for the gospel’s sake - Jn 12:42-43
		4.	Jesus said that having a good reputation with all is not a good thing - Lk 6:26
	C.	To some people a good reputation is so important that they will cover their wrongs in an effort to protect their reputations.
		1.	God’s way of dealing with sin is repentance, confession and reformation of life.
		2.	There is no room for covering up our wrongs and not dealing with them - 1 Jn 1:9-10
		3.	Reformation of life often requires that we share with others our weaknesses so they can help us with them - Jas 5:16
	D.	When one allows pride to stop him for dealing with his sins he is protecting his reputation at the expense of his soul - Prov 28:13

III.	Above everything else we ought to seek a good reputation with God - Heb 11:32-40

Conclusion:
A.	A good reputation is a good thing because it equips us to serve. We must keep our reputation in perspective and remember that our relationship with God is more important than our reputation with others.
B.	Above all things we want to cultivate a good reputation with God. How is your reputation with God tonight?
