A Practical Approach To Understanding The Bible
Psa. 119:34

Introduction:
A.	The Lord made it clear that He wants us to understand His will. But how does the Lord give us understanding?  Some claim that it's by a direct operation of the Holy Spirit. However, the Bible never teaches that. Since God's will is revealed to us in the Bible, the 1st step in understanding His will is to read the Bible.
B.	Yet, God never suggested that by merely reading the word we'd be overwhelmed with a sense of understanding.  Just reading a math textbook isn't enough to understand math.  You have to study the subject. And the same thing is true with regard to the scriptures. Understanding God's word will require careful consideration of what it says.
C.	With these thoughts in mind, I'd like to suggest a practical approach to understanding the bible.

I.	We Must Recognize How Much Of The Bible Was Written To Us 
	A.	Examples: Gen. 6:13-14; Lev. 1:1-3
		1.	God didn't write these things to us
		2.	Unless we can find it other places, these offer no authority for us to build an ark or offer burnt sacrifices 
	B.	However, this doesn't mean that these and other things weren't written "for" us - Rom. 15:4
C.	How much of the Bible was written to us?
	1.	Consider: Gal. 1:2, Eph. 1:1, Phil. 1:1, Col. 1:1-2
	2.	Yes, written for us, but not to us.
		a.	The first question we ask about a passage shouldn't be, "What does it mean?"
			1)	The first question is, "What does it say?"
			2)	The next question is, "What did it mean to those to whom it was written?"
		b.	Once we understand this, then we can begin to look for applications that can be made to us.


II.	We Must Use Words Correctly And Not Abuse Them
	A.	God chose to make His revelation known to us in words
		1.	He chose the very words that His infinite wisdom saw fit to say what He wanted said - 1 Cor. 2:13, Eph. 3:3-5
		2.	We can't understand what a passage means until we first understand the meanings of the words involved
	B.	For example, consider the word "baptism" - Col. 2:12
		1.	What does it mean?
			a.	Webster defines it as a church rite accomplished by sprinkling, pouring, or immersion.
			b.	However, going back to point #1, what did it mean to those to whom this was written?
			c.	Lexicons of the original language always identify the meaning as "immersion."
		2.	We can't understand what this passage means without taking that definition into consideration
	C.	At the same time, we should be careful not misuse words and their meanings - 2 Tim. 2:14
		1.	Usually, the precise meanings of Bible words is important, but sometimes those of our English translations are not.
			a.	For instance the word "church"
			b.	Some say it fails to translate the original word correctly and thus leads to much error.
			c.	But that's simply not true.
		2.	We can define and understand the English word "church" to mean exactly what the New Testament means by "ekklesia."
		3.	The important thing is to make sure we understand the words in the Bible as they are used in their contexts.

III.	We Must Watch For The Red Flags Of Figurative Speech
	A.	The Bible does use figurative language - Lk. 13:31-32
		1.	Does that mean King Herod was a furry-tailed creature that ran around on four legs?
		2.	We should understand the word "fox" is used to symbolize the cagey and crafty way that Herod was in his dealing?
	B.	Another example; insisting the elements of the Lord's supper are literally the body and blood of Christ - 1 Cor. 11:24-25
		1.	Yes, Jesus said of the bread, "This is My body," but His physical body was present right there with them.
		2.	So the bread couldn't literally be His body.
		3.	Rather, we understand He was telling them the bread would represent His body, as a remembrance ("this do in remembrance")
	C.	One more example would be those who read the book of Revelation, and see a roadmap of actual events which they think will lead up to the second coming of Christ and the end of the world
		1.	Rev. 1:1; note "things which must shortly take place"
		2.	A careful study of the book in its context will indicate that the subject is the great conflict between good and evil as it was played out in the first few centuries in the Roman persecution of the church.

IV.	We Must Be Alert For Prophecies In The Scriptures
	A.	Many have imagined prophetic utterances throughout the scriptures: - 2 Ki. 9:20
		1.	Some have taught that because Jehu was seen “driving” furiously
		2.	God was prophesying about the rise of automobiles
	B.	The best way to avoid such misapplication of scriptural teaching is to look for specific places in the New Testament where prophecies are said to be fulfilled - Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:16ff
		1.	Some teach that this prophecy is being fulfilled today in the so-called outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the Pentecostal and Charismatic movements
	C.	However, when does the Bible say that this prophecy was fulfilled?
		1.	The prophecy of Joel was fulfilled on Pentecost, not in the 20th century.
		2.	There are many examples where a New Testament writer would quote an Old Testament prophecy as being fulfilled.
		3.	Not all Old Testament prophecies are necessarily quoted in the New Testament, but we must be careful not to take Bible prophecies and make them apply to events that they have nothing to do with

V.	We Must Not Allow Others To Determine Our Faith
	A.	Jesus warned us not to follow the doctrines and commandments of men - Matt. 15:8-9
		1.	It seems that the faith of many Jews arose only from what men had taught them, and we need to be careful of the same problem.
	B.	When we study a passage of scripture, our understanding shouldn't be based solely upon what men have said about it - Acts 17:11
	C.	Certainly, we can read and benefit from what good men have said
		1.	But our faith must not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God which is found in the scriptures themselves - 1 Cor. 2:1-5
		2.	Again, we must not let others determine our faith.

VI.	We Must Consider Everything The Bible Says On A Given 	Subject
	A. The sum or totality of God's word is truth - Psa. 119:160
		1.	You can't take a pattern for a sleeve and make a whole dress.
		2.	You have to have the entire pattern for the dress.
	B.	Some think that God's plan for salvation can be found in one verse - Jn. 3:16
	C.	But they fail to understand that there are other passages that bear upon the same subject - Mk. 16:15-16

Conclusion:
A.	It's certainly important that we strive to understand God's word (Eph. 5:17).  We can't be saved and live so as to please God if we don't understand His will.  However, it's not enough just to understand it--we must also obey it (Jn. 13:17).
B.	If you're not a Christian, you need to obey the gospel of Christ that you might receive forgiveness of sins by the grace of God through the blood of Christ.... 

