“Leaving This World” GATHERED TO HIS PEOPLE
Gen 25:8

Introduction:
A.	Death is a universal sentence pronounced upon mankind. Someday it will happen to you and me due to disease, an accident, or old age. Everyone has two appointments: death and judgment (Ecel. 9:2-6; Heb. 9:27).
B.	There is a fascination with death that has gripped mankind. Poets have written about it from both a “biblical” and an atheistic viewpoint There is a fear of death that has held mankind in its grip (Heb. 2:14-15).
C.	We have several objectives in this lesson. We want to establish that there is life after death (Job 14:14). We also hope to answer the question of “Where are the dead?” Along the way we will deal with questions relating to what one knows after death.

I.	Old Testament Saints Knew About Life After Death
	A.	The Hebrew word Sheol was used in the Old Testament to describe the unseen realm.
		1.	It is translated as grave, hell, Sheol, or “the pit.”
		2.	One definition says it was a place where one was “gathered to his people,” or was said “to go to one’s fathers.” - Gen 15:15; 25:8, 17 (International Bible Encyclopedia)
		3.	In this place the dead were conscious, and retained their identity - Isa 14:9
		4.	Remember that Samuel could be “summoned from the dead.” - 1 Sam 28:8-19
		5.	God was aware of what went on there, and His presence was felt there - Job 26:6; Psa 139:8
	B.	They viewed Sheol as only a temporary dwelling place.
		1.	They longed to be delivered from the grave, and be in God’s presence - Job 14:7-15; 19:25-27; Psa 16:10, 11; 49:13-15
		2.	While they believed they would be united with loved ones there, they also believed that God’s wrath burned to the depths of Sheol - Deut. 32:22; 2 Sam 12:23
		3.	This seemed to indicate that it was where all departed spirits were whether good or bad.
	C.	Some questions are settled by the time we come to the end of the Old Testament.
		1.	Saul’s desire to speak to Samuel shows they believed the dead are still alive in the spirit.
		2.	The faithful were in a “good place,” and the wicked were in a different place.
		3.	Those in the grave retained their identity.
		4.	The New Testament confirmed their longing for an eternal abode - Heb 11:13-16

II.	The New Testament Sheds Additional Light On Our Subject
	A.	Five different terms are used to describe the realms of those in the grave.
		1.	The Greek word Hades, used in the Septuagint as the equivalent of Sheol, is most often used to describe the place of the dead - Psa 16:8-11; Acts 2:25-28
		2.	Jesus, Paul, and John all used Paradise, a Persian word for a royal park - Lk 23:43; 2 Cor 12:2-4; Rev 2:7
		3.	Heaven was used to describe the atmosphere around the earth, the space beyond the earth, and the invisible realm where God dwells - Matt 6:26; 24:29; Jn3:13, 31; 2 Cor 12:2; Heb 8:1
		4.	The Greek word Tartarus was used once to describe the place where sinful angels are held until they are judged - 2 Pet 2:4
		5.	Finally, the Greek word Gehenna, named after the Valley of Hinnom where children were burned in worship to Molech and translated “hell,” describes the final, eternal place of the wicked - Matt 10:28; 25:41; Mk 9:43-47
	B.	The New Testament describes both an intermediate and a permanent place of the soul.
		1.	The hoped for victory over the grave was assured by Christ’s resurrection, and will be realized in our resurrection from the grave -1 Cor 15:54-57
		2.	Tartarus may well be a separate place from Hades, but the fate of wicked angels and lost humanity is the same - Matt 25:41
		3.	Hades is only a temporary dwelling place of the soul, while Gehenna is a permanent place where the wicked are sent.
	C.	Some more questions are settled by the New Testament.
		1.	Some will be with the Devil and his angels throughout eternity.
		2.	We are making that decision right now.

III.	Jesus Gave Us A Picture Of Life Beyond The Grave - Lk. 16:19-31
	A.	Unfortunately, this has become a controversial passage.
		1.	Those who deny that man has an immortal spirit say that this is only a parable.
		2.	It bears none of the marks of a parable, but the truth it teaches would still be true.
	B.	Notice what we learn from Jesus in this story.
		1.	After death, the good and evil are both in a place called Hades which is separated into two parts, one called Abraham’s bosom and the other one being a place of torment. (vv. 22-23)
		2.	Jesus referred to the place of rest for the 	righteous as Paradise.- Lk 23:43; Acts 2:27
		3.	After death, conscious existence continues. (vv. 24, 25)
		4.	People retain their identities and memories of life on earth. (v. 25; 1 Jn 3:2)
		5.	There is no change of status after death, (v. 26)
		6.	The dead can no longer affect the affairs of those still alive. (vv. 27-3 1)

Conclusion:
A.	Are you ready to meet God in judgment?
B.	Prepare now while you have the opportunity
